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Perfons de-
ftroying ma-
gazines, &c.
to fuffer
death.

LAWS of MARY L AN D.

At a SESSION of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of
MARYLAND, begun and held at the city of An-
NAPOLIs, on Friday the thirty-firft of October, in
the year of our Lord ong thoufand feven hundred
and feventy-feven, and ended the 3d day of Decem-
ber : The following laws were enacted.

Tromas Jounson, Eflg; Governor:

_{ C H- AP L ’
An ACT to punifh certain crimes.

& it enafien, by the general affembly of Maryland, That if any fubjett of
inhabitant of this ftate fhall, within or without this ftate, and if any per-
fon fhall, within this ftate, wilfully and malicioufly burn or deftroy, or at-

tempt or confpire to burn or deftroy, any magazine of provifions, or of military
or naval ftores, belonging to this ftate, or the United States, or any of them ;
and if any perfon fhall wilfully and malicioufly burn or deftroy, or attempt or
confpire to burn or defkroy, or fhall wilfully betray, or voluntarily yield or deli-
ver, or attempt or confpire to betray, yield or deliver, to the enemy, any veflel be-
longing to the United States, or to this or any other of the United States, or to
any fubje of this or any other of the United States, and thall be thereof convi&t-
ed in the general court of this ftate, or fhall ftand mute, or peremptorily ¢hallenge
above the number twenty of the pannel, fuch perfon, his aider or abettor, {hall
{uffer death as a felon without benefit of clergy. :

C H A P 1II.
An ACT to continue an a& for enlarging the powers of the governor and the
council.

C H A P, I
A Supplement to an adt, entitled, An a& to unite the free-fchools of Saint-Ma-
ry’s, Charles, and Prince-George’s counties.

The majority of any feven of the truftees are empowered to tranfa® any bufinefs which the whole be.
fore this a& might have done. . :
C H A P. 1v.

An ACT to procure cloathing for the quota of this ftate of the American army.

The fituation of public affairs at the time of pafling this a&l, and feveral prior and fubfequent alls of a
nature fimilar to this, will not perhaps, in the opinion of pofterity, juftify fuch meafures. It will be na-
tural for men in the bofom of peace to view them as the arbitrary atts of tyranny and oppreffion ; but the
facility with which they were executed, the cheerfulnefs with which they were fubmitted to, and the va-
luable purpofes which they anfwered, have evinced to us that they were equally neceffary, politic and wife.

By this act the governor and the council are required to appoint an officer in each county, who is au-
thorifed to choofe any number of affiftants, whofe powers fhall be extenfive as his own. ~His bufinefs
is to colle& blankets and certain fpecified articles of cloathing, of which the army are in extreme want.
This is to be done by purchafing at prices (not exceeding fuch as fhall be limited by the executive) to
be fixed either by agreement of the parties, or by the judgment of an appraifer, to be chofen by the col-
leGtor. If the articles cannot be bought, the officer may feize them wherever he can find them, provided
he thall think they magt{ be fpared by the proprietor ; excepting, however, blankets belonging to a tavern,
or a lodging houfe. He may even tender an oath, or affirmation, to any perfon refpecting fuch articles
in his poffeffion, and upon a refufal of the party to take the oath, he is, under the penalty of £. 5, to in-
form his county court, and the offender is fubjeéted to a fine of £. 500.

Any man appointed by the executive to this office, for refufing or negleting to ad, is liable to 2 for-
feiture of £.50. His agl’owance for his fervices is a commiffion of 71 per cent. and the reafonable ex-
pence of conveying the articles to the order of the executive. He is not to ke furnithed with money for
making purchafes, but a certificate figned by him, or figned by his afliftant and counterfigned by him, of
the purchafe or feizure, and the value of the article, is to be difcharged by either treafurer, or difcqunted
by the fheriff out of the public affeflment due by the grantee. .

C HA P V. :
An ACT to enable the furviving vifitors of Cacil county free-fchool to fill up the
vacancies for vifitors in faid fchool.

Such of them as are willing to act fhall, with all convenient fpeed, choofe other vifitors to make up
the number four. And, when duly qualified, thefe four may exercife all the powers of vifitors of free-

{chools. i
CHAP.




